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The Story of St. Sidwell’s Church

when a disastrous fire struck on July 21, 1957 which consumed all but the 
sacred vessels and vestments along with the parish registers, though badly 
charred. Plans were soon underway for the reconstruction of the Church. 
Under Father Derek Goodrich's supervision the expertise of Mr. H. Mc Gregor 
Reid, an architect, was sourced to design the new structure and in  August 1959 
the new church was completed. Housed in the compound of the church is a 
monument raised in memory of enslaved African, Caesar Jones, by slavemaster 
Mr. R. M. Jones proprietor of Plantation Werk en Rust. Today, its sacred duties 
apart, St. Sidwell's remains an instrumental beacon in the social and cultural 
life of the Lodge community.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

The idea to build a church in the Lodge community 
stemmed from the overcrowding of St. Phillip's Chapel. St. 
Sidwell's Anglican, established in 1845 by Rev. R. L. 
Webber, dedicated the site to St. Sidwell. For some time 
sermons were held in a rented room in Lodge. Later it was 
decided that a building be constructed. The land, formerly 
part of Plantation Werk en Rust, according to James 
Rodway, was “given by Mrs. Barkey, daughter of Mr. 
Wortman’ in 1856. By 1860, the efforts of the Vicar of St. 
Phillip's and the Archdeacon Webber came to fruition and 
on December 18, 1860 the church was dedicated by Bishop 
William Piercy Austin.

The original structure was constructed of pinewood with 
marble and concrete features but was completely destroyed 

December 18, 2010 is St. Sidwell's sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary. To commemorate this 
monumental anniversary, activities were planned for each month of 2010, culminating with a Dinner 
and concelebrated mass in December at the church located in Lodge, Georgetown.The name St. 
Sidwell has its origins from an Exeter, England myth about a young maid named Sidwella who was 
brutally killed at her stepmother's behest. Over her burial site, the first St. Sidwell's Church was 

Ceasar Jones Monument
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Interior - St. Sidwell’s Church 



OUR ACTIVITIES

Taking the shape of a national outreach initiative National Trust’s annual Heritage Celebration 2010 
was observed under the theme “Partnering for Effective Preservation: My Role, Your Role” during 
October 4-14, 2010. As part of its agenda to promote heritage awareness, at the opening ceremony the 
Trust launched a new publication ‘Historic Photographs of Guyana' and the website was reintroduced.   

Reaching a total of approximately 1200 students from secondary schools across regions 2, 3, 4, and 6,  a  
powerpoint presentation was delivered focusing on the role of the 'stakeholder' and of students in 
safeguarding the nation’s heritage.

A copy of the power point presentation, along 
with an information package of recent 
publications was presented to the schools. 
Students were also provided with information 
leaflets about the National Trust and the 
urgency of preserving the nation’s cultural 
heritage. At each school, cultural displays were 
scheduled by the students.

Heritage Celebration 2010  

Launch of a New Publication
The National Trust of Guyana launched its  
'Historic Photographs of Guyana' on Monday, 
October 4, 2010 at the Guyana National 
Museum. Featuring a collection of historical 
photographs from as early as the 19th century, 
the book presents a unique view of our nation's 
past.  The publication is available for sale at the 
National Trust of Guyana and the Gift Shop of 
the Guyana National Museum at a cost of 
$4,000 GYD.  

www.nationaltrust.gov.gy

The National Trust of Guyana successfully 
updated and visually transformed its website, 

 The site currently 
presents information about the agency's 
background, its activities, and images of 
various sites across the country in a very  user-
friendly manner.

www.nationaltrust.gov.gy.

Historic Photographs 
of 

Guyana 

Patrons at the Launch 
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OUR ACTIVITIES

In pursuit of its policy of heritage preservation and conservation, the National Trust, which has an 
annual agenda of captial projects,  undertook the following rehabilitation and conservation works :

(1) Construction of a sanitary block and fence, and rehabilitation of a benab and the caretaker's house at 
Fort Nassau, 
(2)Construction of a benab, drains and the rehabilitation of the concrete walkway at Fort Island and 
(3)Rehabilitation of the brick wind mill and the construction of a fence and foot path at its Hogg Island 
site.

Upgrading of Infrastructure:

The National Trust undertook the following additional works as inclusion to its 2010 capital works 
as a consequence of savings from the 2010 budgetary allocation.

(1) Securing loose bricks on wind mill structure, Hogg Island, Essequibo River;
(2) Refurbishing of  jetty, Fort Kyk Over Al;
(3) Rehabilitation of fence and refurbishing the roof of Dutch Heritage Museum, Fort Island, 
Essequibo River;
(4) Sand-fill Fort Zeelandia, Fort Island, Essequibo River.

Heritage Preservation: Capital Works 2010

After

Hogg Island Windmill Site 
Before
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Going... Going... Gone

The National Trust of Guyana visited the historic 
navigational aid situated at Vreed-en-Hoop, W.C.D  on 
November 16, 2010. Once serving as a navigational tool for 
vessels and sea-men it was constructed as part of the river 
defence infrastructure [seawall] possibly during the early 
nineteenth century.  It is made of stone and concrete and 
extends from the sea shore to the water. Today though this 
structure still stands and forms part of the historic 
landscape of the area, it is now surrounded by thick 
mangroves .vegetation

Historic Navigational Aid still survives... 
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City Hall New Amsterdam HospitalSt. Peter’s Church, Leguan  

Pristine architectural masterpieces have,  
decorated Guyana’s historical landscape. The life span of 
many of these structures have been prolonged,  largely 
to the intervention and persistence of the National Trust. 

However, the National Trust alone cannot combat the 
multitude of  constraints that bedevil this sector. While 
the National Trust is mandated to promote and preserve 
heritage and heritage resources, many of these resources 
are lost to vandalism, natural disasters, and neglect.The 
security of the legacy we have inherited and of which we 
are so proud requires the full cooperation and support of 
all our citizens. We must all become responsible failing 
which, gradually but inevitably, our heritage resources will 
be lost forever.

for centuries, 

due

Vandalised New Amsterdam Hospital

Navigational Aid 
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